Chapter VI

LIBRARY DOCUMENT RESOURCES

As is already disscussed, the role of a library is vital for
research work in the universities, and much importance is
attached to library by the research community. It is true that
scholars spend much time in the university library for gather-
ing information relating to their research work,

Let us identify the role of the university library in support
of research activity, assess and estimate the part played by
the university library in this respect from the view point of
research scholars it is relevant to mention that the use of
library depends on many factors such as the document collec-
tion, provisions made for the readers to have an easy access
to the collection, reading facilities and the services offered.
Provisions made for easy flow of communication from library
to users, general atmosphere prevailing in the library, and the
help and attitude of library staff, etc., are all factors which
contribute to the total usefulness of the library and its collec-
tion.

Document Collection:

Library is a trinity of books, staff and readers. Documents
(books, periodicals and other types of reading material) are
therefore considered as chief components of the library. Use-
fulness of a library depends much on the wealth of its collec-
tion, which is much more so in the case of university libraries.

The need to acquire comprehensive document collection is
more in university libraries, to support various academic pro-
grammes including research in the campus. Especially, for
researchers who are engaged in the investigation of specific
subject areas, the university library has to acquire a compre-
hensive and balanced collection of documents, In the absence
of such collection, university libraries cannot provide required

68